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NOTES ON THE DERA GHAZEE KHAN DISTRICT
AND ITS BORDER TRIBES:

By R. B. J. Bruck, Esq., dssistant Commissioner, Rdjanpore.

CHAPTER 1.
GENERAL ASPECT AND FEATURES OF THE DISTRICT.

THE Dera Ghazee Khan District is situated in the south-west
corner of thé Punjab, in latitude 30°5’, longitude 70°52’ (approximate).
On the south it is bounded by the Kusmore Ilaqua, Upper Sind ;
on the east by the River Indus; on the west by a double range of
mountains, the higher one being a continuation of the Suliman range ;
and on the north by the Dera Ismail Khan District. It is, I believe,
the longest district in the Punjab, being 206 miles long.
Area Statements according to Pergunnahs.
Acres. Square Miles,
Dera Ghazee Khan ... 857,601 ... 1,340

Jampore <. 691,113 ... 1,079 Of this area, 173
square miles are
halls.

Mithunkote ... 1,722,596 ... 2,692 Ditto 836 ditto.

Sunghur . . 445233 ... 695

River Indus ... 463398 ... 724

Total e 4179941 ... 6,530

The hills included in the above are those which come within the
boundary line in Captain Johnstone’s map. This line does not appear to
have been laid down on any fixed principle with regard to either
territory or property. ‘

The hills are those of the Suliman range, the highest peaks being
those of Ekbhaee, 7,462 feet ; Dragul, 5,386 feet ; Maree, nearly the same
height as its neighbor, Dragul ; and Gehnundaree, 4,458 feet.

The only river is the Indus. After heavy rains, streamsissue from
the hills along the whole of the frontier line; and on them the lands
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along the foot of the mountain range depend for their irrigation. Of
these hill streams, only one is perennial,—the Kaha, which waters
Hurrund and the neighboring villages.

There are no regular forests in the district ; but all along the low
lands which are covered by the inundations of the River Indus there are
dense tree jungles. The trees grow to a height of 12 or 15 feet, and are
cut down and used for fuel for the steamers. The trees found in these
jungles are the leih, khunda, bhan, ibit, kurnah and jal. The latter
grows a small sweet berry called peeloo, which is a staple food of the
poor Belooches ; while with the branches they feed their goats and sheep,
and a course mat thrown over the branches forms their house.

The only lakes in the district are inlets from the River Indus. When
the inundations go down, the channels from which they are filled dry
up. They are full of fish, and the fisheries are sold by Government for
a large amount every year.

The soil of the Dera Ghazee Khan District is generally a tenacious
clay—fertile if well irrigated, but almost perfectly sterile without water.
The main cultivated area is divided into two classes—the “ puchad’
or lands irrigated by hill streams ; and the “scinde,” or lands within the
influence of the river.

The puchad lands consist of large net-works of bunds. The lands are

of first-rate quality,as they are covered with an alluvial deposit brought -

down by the hill streams; and if the bunds get filled once at the proper
season of the year, it is sufficient to ripen the crop. As, however, they are
dependent on the rain-fall in the adjacent hills, which is most uncertain,
their cultivation is very precarious, and they are consequently very
lightly assessed. The average assessment is less than 8 annas an acre.

The scinde lands may be divided into three classes,—wiz., canals;

“ sylaba,” or river 'inundations ; and wells, whether receiving aid from
canals or from the inundations. For the khurreef harvest wells are
only used when the canals fail. For the rubbee, if the ground is first
prepared by the canal or inundation water, the wells can irrigate twice
the quantity of land they could do without such help. Thus, a well by
itself can water only 15 or 20 beegas, while with the help of canal or
inundation water it can water 30 or 40 beegas. The average assess-
ment on the scinde lands is about 12 annas an acre; but in addition to
this, the owners of lands watered by canals have to pay a water-rate of
4 annas a beega on khurreef lands watered from natural flow, and 2
annas where raised artificially ; also 2 annas on lands receiving help for
the rubbee. The cultivation from inundations is very precarious.
Where the water leaves an alluvial deposit called “ mutt,” the soil is
splendid ; but this, like most other actions of the Indus, is governed by
no laws. Where the water remains too long on the surface, or passes
over it for some years without leaving a deposit, the soil frequently dete-
riorates. On this account, the landholders would be very glad to see
canals brought into their estates, and bunds erected to shut out the
inundations.
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There is also a third description of cultivated land which requires
mention ; but as its area is very small, I have not included it amongst
the main divisions. These are called “ dhunda” wells, so named from the

iarly difficult circumstances in which they are placed, being situa-
ted above the influence of the inundations and canals, and below the
hill streams, being a sort of connecting link between the puchad and
scinde lands.

The following is an approximate estimate of the different classes
of cultivated lands in the district as described, not including the Rajun-
poor jagheer :—

Acres.
Cultivated by hill streams .. 126,280
Ditto  dhunda wells «. . 10,968
Ditto  sylaba inundations —. 70,709
Ditto  wells and canals 69,660
Ditto  canals alone . 46,254

The first class soils are not known by any particular names ; but the
inferior descriptions are distinguished by local names having reference
to the particularity in which 1ts inferiority comsists. They are as fol-
lows :—

Shor, or kullur—This sojl is impregnated with salt or saltpetre,
and is utterly useless for cultivation.

Drummon.—The inferiority of this class consists in the good being
mixed with layers of sand. If sufficiently watered, it will bear any crop
grownin the district, but is not as productive as first-class land. This
soll is peculiarly well adapted for indigo.

Rupper—This is a hard clay soil, and requires much labor and
water for its cultivation. It will only grow the inferior kinds of crops,—
such as jowar, rice, sawuk.

Rupper.—This name is applied to lands the status of which has
deteriorated from the inundations flowing over them. When strength
has been taken out of them—and being generally situated far from the
river, no alluvial deposit is left on them—the clay is hard like kupper,
and dries fast, and therefore the crop which springs up will at first seldom
come to perfection.

CHAPTER II

PropucTs.

THERE are no metals found in the district.

The only minerals found are salt and saltpetre; butin the hills on the
borders are found alum, sulphur, and Fuller's earth. In the Murree hills
there is a petroleum spring, and in the hills beyond the Khetran country,
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some six marches beyond the frontier, coal has been found, and is said to
be in large quantities. Specimens of the petroleum and coal have been
sent to the Chemical Examiner at Lahore.

There is a small bush called “lanee,” which grows on the barren
plains near the hills, from which washing soda (kar or sujjee ) is manu-
factured.

The agricultural products are as follows :—
For the spring or rubbee—wheat, barley, chunna, mohree, mutter,

cheena, surm ussoo, post (OEium), tobacco, zeerah, bhung, pong, esabghol,
dhania, soonf, and different kinds of vegetables.

For the autumn or khurreef—jowar, bajra, rice, til (oil-seeds), sawak,
moong, mote, makhai (Indian oom%, maw-naugli, cotton, indigo, chillies,
and vegetables. Sugarcane grows in small quantities where the soil is
peculiarly good.

CHAPTER IIL

PROPORTION OF AREA CULTIVATED AND CULTURABLE.
Statement showing waste, culturable, and cultivated area, according

to pergunnahs.
Pergunnah. Total area.| Waste. |Culturable. [ Cultivated.
Dera Ghazee Khan v 857,601 2,963 46,383 262,233
Jampoor .. | 691,113 960 25,526 | 175,239
Rajunpoor ... 11,722,596 | 135,680 72,965 82,962
Sunghur .. | 445,233 | 127,713 31,259 | 107,900
Total «.| 3,716,545 | 267,316 | 196,133 | 628,334

The above details have been taken from the last summary settle-
ment of 1916 and the annual papers, and I do not think that they can
be relied ‘on. The new settlement is now in progress, and when the
measurements are completed, correct statistics can be obtained. During
late years, an immense quantity of waste has been brought under
cultivation ;and when some new canals have been sanctioned, for which

roposals have been sent in to Goverament, some immense jungles will
Ee cleared away, and large tracts brought under cultivation.
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These mostly exist in the Rajanpoor Sub-division, as there is no
cultivation from rain, “ bairani,” in the district ; the whole of the culti-
vated area is irrigated.

CHAPTER 1V.
LAND TENURES.

A sHORT description of the different varieties of soil in the district
will help to illustrate the land tenures, and the several laws and customs
relating to them.

I have already alluded to the classes of land know as the puchads,
scinde and dunda lands—cultivated by hill streams, by the inundations
of the river,and the line of country lying between the two, which could
only be cultivated by wells. The latter got the name of “ dunda,” the
word being a local Hindee word signifying hard (sakht), which they
derived from the clay in that part of the country being very hard, as well
as from their otherwise difficult circumstances. The introduction of
canals about 150 years ago brought a new element into thé country, and
changed the character of those dunda wells, which were brought within
their influence, thus dividing them into two classes—nahari dunda, or
those receiving help from canals; and the original dunda wells, few of
which now remain. :

The scinde or inundation lands may also be sub-divided into two
classes, namely, those lands situated nearest the river, on which the
inundations leave an alluvial deposit called “ mutt,” and which do not
require any other irrigation for their cultivation ; and secondly, the lands
situated further from the river, and which in consequence, although
subject to the inundations, do not receive any alluvial deposit, and on
which the harvest will not ripen without receving aid from wells or
Jellars,

The proprietary land tenures in the district are chiefly perfect
putteedaree, but there are afew zemindaree estates.

The different laws and customs existing between the land-
lords and tenants differ from one another with reference to the several
classes of land I have described. The putteedaree tenures are known by
the local name of “ bhyawali chawar,” 4. e., copartnership according to
wells ; that is to say, that each separate well isa separate property, and
according to the shares in the proprietary right in it, the proprietors
realize the litch or malikana (proprietary right), and the masul (a local
word signifying the Government share of the produce in kind, as taken
by former Governments), and pay their proportionate share in the
revenue.

The custom in the puchad lands with regard to the bunds is the
same as that in the wells in the scinde lands. Each bund is one estate in
itself, being often sub-divided into a number of shares,
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Formerly, strictly speaking, there were no hereditary cultivators
(asamee mustakhilee) in the district.

The only cultivators who had a right of occupancy were those who

cleared jungle in the scinde lands, called “ muzara bootimar,” and thess '

who erected bunds on the puchad lands, called “ muzara latbanda’
These held more the position of inferior proprietors (“ malikudna, ") as
their right was transferable as well as heritable. In the puchad lands
there are few tenants with right of occupancy, as most of the bunds are
erected by the proprietors themselvea.

To describe the rights of a bootimar cultivator it is necessary toex-
plain that, according to custom, there are four distinct rights in the soil :—

1st, “ Masul,” which is the Government share of the produce, gene-

rally the same as what was realized in kind by former Governments,

and which is generally § or } taken first out of the whole produce. This
is considered as the rnght of Government, and whoever receives it is res-
ponsible for the payment of the Government revenue. With our light
assessments, the profits on the masul are sometimes very large, and much
looked after by the people. In numerous instances, this right is assigned
to third parties, either by the proprietors themselves, who receive
“ litch,” or by Government, either subject to a revenue or maf. Thus,
for political considerations, the Belooch Chiefs on the frontier receive the
“ masul ” of the estates of their clansmen, and are responsible for pay-
ing the revenue assessed on them.

2nd, Litch, orproprietary right. Thisisusually 3 or —1- share of

the produce after taking out the “masul,” and is under all circumstances

payable to the proprietor. What remains over is called the “ rahkam,”
which means the profits derived from the cultivation (derived from
“rahki,” a local word signifying cultivation).

3rd,“ Anwanda,” which is a share in the profits derived from the

1

cultivation (rahkam), and is —- —;— ——é— and sometimes as little as } of

it, varying according to the status of the land.

4th, “ Rakham.” The remainder of the rakham is divided amongst
the cultivators according to their ploughs or bullocks. The customary
allowances to village servants, weighmen, &c., are paid in kind from
the whole rakham.

The right that a “ bootimar cultivator” acquires in the land is the
third, right or anwand, or, more correctly speaking, the right of not
having to pay anwanda to the proprietor, which he derived from having
cleared the land of jungle with his own labor.

If the proprietor clears his own land and makes it over .to cultiva-
tors, he receives from them anwanda ; the share, as I said before, varying
according to the status of the land, fixed according to the custom, so
as to leave a sufficiency for the support of the cultivator and his cattle.
The word “ anwanda ” is alocal Hindee word, derived as follows :—“an”
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means not, and “ wanda ” means the working of a plough. The proprie-
tor being entittled to a share in the profits derived from the cultivation
(rahkam) without having to work his own ploughs or bullocks, this
share received the name of “anwanda.” The proprietor having cleared
the jungle, and brought them under cultivation at his own cost and
labor, and not through the cultivator, acquires a right in the cultiva-
tion profits. In the same manner, in the puchad lands, if a proprietor
erects his own bunds he receives a certain share as “ anwanda ;” if the
cultivator erects them, he has not to pay this share, which he can sell or
transfer at his pleasure, as he becomes a latbundi cultivator, with right
of occupancy.

If a bootimar cultivator leaves his lands uncultivated for two or three
years, he forfeits his right in the soil.

Proprietors have to supply a share of the seed proportionate to the
share they receive as “anwanda.” Bootimar cultivators are chiefly
confined to that class of lands I have described, on which the inunda~-
tions leave an alluvial deposit. The reason of this is manifest. These
lands, until brought under cultivation, are mostly covered with dense
jungles. The cultivator can clear and bring them under cultivation
with the labor of his hands, and they do not require any artificial
means of irrigation. In the other lands, where wells have to be sunk,
water-courses excavated, &c., the cultivator is seldem able to pay the
ready cash, and therefore the proprietor has to make his own arrange-
ments.

There is, however, a custom very prevalent in the district called
“adhlappee,” which is for a proprietor of waste lands to allow a
cultivator to sink a well in them at his own cost, on which he becomes
half proprietor of the well lands; all the other expenses, such as clearing
the land, is shared equally between them. This custom is extended to
building-ground. A provides the site, B builds the house, which
becomes their joint property.

The class of tenants who, from continued possession for a certain
number of years, were declared to have right of occupancy, were created
uoder our rule, and were not known under Native Governments.
The cultivators on the lands on canals, wells, and hill streams are mostly
tenants-at-will, who pay litch, masul, and anwanda to the landlords.
On the canals the rates are about } litch, } masul, and 3 anwanda;
on the hill streams (puchad) the tenants pay a consolidated }, and
sometime as high as a §. The cultivation requires little trouble, and
the soil is so fertile that the bund, when once well filled at the
proper season, is sufficient to bring the crops to perfection. On the
wells where opium and vegetables are grown, the proprietors generally
cultivate with their own cattle and paid servants.

In the Sunghur Pergunnah, a practice prevails to some extent of land-
owners exchanging their lands, called “ vassh ;” but it has been discou-
raged as much as possible. The proprietors of lands in this district,
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addition to whatever other share they may receive of the produce, are

entitled to what is called “jholee,” which is about one pai in every

puth' of grain, 20 seers in 32 maunds, or —3147- of the whole. “ Jholee”
means “ the skirt of the coat,” and the custom was, as much grain as

a man could carry in his skirt.

There is also a custom called “tobra ;” it was first introduced by the

Belooches, who paid a share of the produce, varying from % to —lls—' to
their chief or head man ( mokaddam ); afterwards it became recognized

as a sort of huk lumberdaree or mokaddam ; and about the same quantity
of grain or johlee was given to the head or working man of the village.
Since our rule commenced, and the lumberdars receive their r
allowance, this custom is dying out, and although it still prevails to some
extent, it is not recognized by Government. It took its name, tobra, from
the gram-bag. The mare being with the Belooch a sign of respectability,
the tobra allowance was supposed to be for the mare of the mokaddum,
whose 4zzut (honor) as their representative they were bound to support.
When the southern part of the Rajanpore Sub-division was under the rule
of the Ameers of Scinde, they allowed the Belooch Chiefs and others con-
cessions in exchange for feudal service, in the shape of a remission from the
Government demand, called “kussoor.” These grants were continued
under the Sikh Government, and subsequently under our rule. The share
was generally 4, and when the cash assessments were introduced, the
lands were assessed at } revenue rates. The jagirdars of Rajanpore,
who are the direct descendants of the Keelara Kings of Scinde, also
introduced the custom in their jaghirs. There are other customs
regarding the land in the Rajanpore jaghir which I will describe when
I come to write on that head.

There are also some peculiarities in the tenures of the Belooch Chiefs
and some of their headmen on the frontier, traceable either to the circum-
stances under which they took possession of the country or to political
considerations ; but as these are wound up with the internal economy of
the tribes, I think it will be more in place to mention them under the
history of the tribes themselves,

—

CHAPTER V.

HisTory oF THE BELOOCHES.

As THIS is a frontier district, any history of its tribes would be incom-
plete without also giving an account of those tribes which Jive beyond
our border, showing in what way they are connected with them and

with one another, and their relations with Government, This is the
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only district in the Punjab in which we have altogether Belooch tribes
to deal with.

I will therefore first give a short account of the origin of the Belooch
tribes according to their own traditions; secondly, an account of each
tribe separately (both those inside the border, and those hill tribes with
whom we have dealings and are brought into contact); and finally, a
description of the system pursued in regard to the political manage-.
ment and defence of the frontier.

Few races have got less to go on in support of what they believe to
be their ancient history than the Belooches. They are altogether an
illiterate race, and I believe there are no books at present in exist-
ence written in their language. What they take their traditions from
are the songs sung by their tribal musicians ( which tell of the wander-
ings and the warlike deeds of their forefathers ), and some old books
written in the Persian language. They make themselves out to be of
Arabian extraction ; that their country was Aleppo in Arabia ; and that
they are descended from Meer Hamza, son of Abdul Mahtab, who lived
in the time of Hazrut Imam Hoosein (Hijri 61).

The following are translations from a copy of an old Persian book
which was lent to me by Belooch Khan, the Doomkee chief of Lehree, in
Kutch (Khelat), who is the acknowledged head of all the Belooches :—

“The country of the Belooch race was formerly Aleppo in Arabia.
They are descended from Meer Hamza, son of Abdul Mahtab, who lived
in Arabia in the time of Hazrut Imam Hoosein, to whom they looked as
their spiritual guide.

“In those days Yaziz fought with Hazrut Imam Hoosein, and by
the order of God Imam Hoosein was killed ; after which the Belooch
people left Arabia to go into other countries. Yaziz pursued them and
overtook them and fought with them, and by the bhelp of God a small
namber of the army of Yaziz was killed. After this the Belooches
collected their clansmen and went against Yaziz, and were victorious.
They then took their departure, and went in the direction of Persia.
Yaziz, with an innumerable army, again pursued and overtook them in
the way ; a fight ensued, in which, through the mercy of God and the
blessing of the Prophet, Yaziz was again defeated. The Belooches
arrived in the hill country of Kirman in Persia. Shumsuddin was at
the time the Ruler of Kirman, and gave them a most kind and honorable
reception, and bestowed on them a countryin jaghir. After a short
time, by the fate of God, Shumsuddin fell ill and died, and his son,
Budroodeen, sat on his father’s musnud and governed in his stead. In
those days the Belooch people were divided into 44 tomuns (taken from
the Persain word “ tomun,” ten thousand, a tomundar being the head
of 10,000 men), and Budroodeen ordered them to consult amongst them-
selves, and give him one girl in marriage from the head family of each
of their several tomuns, and that if they refused he would fight with
them and take them from them by force,
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“ Being indignant at this demand, as the Belooches had never before
contracted marriages with people of other races, after consulting to-
gether they came to the following good decision, namely, that they
would take one full-grown boy from each of these 44 tomuns, and dress
them up in female attire and present them to the Goveinor. According
as they agreqd so they carried out the deception. Of the headsof the #
paras (sections or sub-divisicns) there was one which occupicd the place
of Sirdar over the others, and frcm his Louse they close a youngman
named Feroze Khan, and from the others 43 boys younger than him,and
dressing them all in female attire, they made them over to the attencants
of Budroodeen.

“Fearing the result of their deception becoming known, as they
were not powerful enough to stand against Budroodeen, they threw up
their jaghir and fled from Kirman, and took refuge in Mekran. A small
portion of the country was cultivated, and the greater part was lying
waste. To provide themselves with the necessaries of life, the Beloo-
ches devoted themselves to the cultivation of the soil, and they
settled in Mekran, where they lived for 500 years. After this time, the
Rhinds and Lisharees (Belooches) fought amongst themselves, and
several contests ensued between them. On account of these quarrels,
the Lisharees left Mekran and went to live in Khelat and Khorasan.
The Rhinds soon followed the Lisharees, and as the Ameers of both
tribes were brothers, they made up their quarrels and lived at
When the Rhinds and Lisharces came to Khelat and Khorasan the
country was in the possession of the Nomra people, and the Belooches
fought with them, turned them out of the country, and took possession
of it.

“There were many tomuns of the Rhinds and Lisharees. The
Sirdar of the Rhinds was Mir Shahuk Khan, and the Sirdar of the
Lisharees was Mir Ghoram Khan. They were both powerful and of
one mind, and established their rule and order in the country. Mir
Shahuk Khan had a son, Mir Chakur Khan, and Mir Ghoram Khan bad
a son, Mir Raman Khan. These two Ameers set their affections on the
countrics of Suvi and Kutchee, and plotted to take possession of them.
‘With this end in view, they collected their arnnies, and went and en-
camped at the town of Kirtha (believed to be Kirthuk in Kutchee),
situated in the hill country near Dadur and the Bolan Pass. The
country of Suvi and Kutchee was in the possession of the Ubera people,
and Mir Chakur and Mir Ramun sent a messenger to their Sirdar,
Jam Nindoo Khan, to tell him that they had come to take possession of
his country, and were encamped at Kirtha, in the bills of Maknais, near
Dadur and the Bolan Pass, and that if he was going to contest it with
them, they were ready to fight with him ; otherwise that he should leave
the country at once, or they would come against him and take his bead.

iyl i Sia oy Kia palydi 2R plo )
“ As Jam Nindoo had not the power to stand against them, he fled

from Suvi and Kutchee with his followers, and went to live at Nagur
Futta, or Scinde Mefeta.
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“ The two Ameers then divided the country amongst themselves—
Meer Chakur Khan governing in Kutchee, and Meer Raman in Gundawa.”

From the preceding gleanings from the ancient history of the
Belooches, it may be gathered that up to the time of their leaving Mekran
they were under one Ameer or head, and after that they became divided
amongst themselves, and took distinctive names.

I will now give a sketch of their subsequent origin and history, as
shown by their old ballads-and traditions.

It appears that a shorttime previous to their leaving Mekran, their
Chief was Julal Khan, who had four sons and one daughter,—Rhind,
Hoth, Lesharee, Korai, and Mussamat Juttoo. From Rhind was descend-
ed Meer Chakur Khan, and from Lisharee, Meer Ramun Khan; and
at the time of their appearence in Khelat and Kutchee they were in two
sections—Rhind and Lisharee (called after the sons of Julal Khan),—
and under the leadership of Meer Chakur and Meer Raman,

The Hoth and Korai also became known as distinctive tribes ; but
for the time they joined the standards of Meer Chakur and Meer Raman.

beMussamat Juttoo is said to have been the foundress of the Juttoo
tribe. ,

After the Belooches settled in Khelat and Kutchee a quarrel arose
between the Rhinds and the Lisharees. Rchan Rhiund, a cousin of Meer
Chakur, and Raman Lisharee raced their mares for a wager; Raman’s
mare won the race, but it was disputed by Rehan, who refused to pay
the bet. Raman in a rage went and killed a camel belonging to Mussa-
mat Gohur, a “ jutni ” of Mir Chakur’s. On this the quarreﬁ became more
serious, and Mir Chakur and Meer Ghoram, Raman’s father, collected
their armies, and a battle ensued, in which Mecr Chakur’s cousin and 700
of his followers were slain, and the Rhinds were completely defeated.

Meer Chakur sent for assistance to Sultan Shah Hoosein, King of
Persia, who sent an army under the command of Zummoo to his aid. A
fight took place, in which the Lisharees were beaten, and Meer Raman
(Ghoram’s son), with 500 of their army were killed.

After their defeat, the Lisharees, finding that they could not hold
their own in Kutchee, fled to Nagger Tutta and Hyderabad in Scinde,
where their descendants are said to be living at Chul, in Kutchee, under
their Sirdar, Meean Khan, subject to His Highness the Khan of Khelat.

When the Lisharees fled towards Scinde, the soldiers in the Persian
army seized their women, who were afterwards released by the order of
the King, on the Lisharees paying all the good mares in the tribes as
their ransom. After the return of the Persian army, Meer Chakur had
the country in his own hands, and committed Khelat to the charge of
his two cousins, Mahomed and Brahim, from whom are descended the
Mohumdanee and Brahmain Doomkies. They got the name of Doomkies
from the Doomruksuja (stream), on which they settled,
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After Meer Chakur had committed the country to thé care of his
lieutenants, it appears that he, with a number of his followers, joined the
standard of Humayoon Shah in his attéempts to recover the kingdom of
Hindustan, and went with him to Dehli. Other reports say that he took
Dechli from Humayoon Shah, and afterwards tendered his submission.,
The former account is, I think, worthy of more credit.

It appears from the History of India, that about A. D. 1542 (Hijri
939), when Humayoon Shah was driven from his throne, he went to the
King of Persia, Tymassul Shah, for help, who assisted him with an army
of 10,000 men ; after defeating his brother Kamran, who had set himself
up against him in Cabul, and rescuing his son, Akbur, from him, he again
directed his steps to Dehli to try and recover his throne from Secunder
Soor. He had a large army, and was joined by many people from the
Punjab. Itis very probable that he may have returned through the Bolan
Pass and been joined by the Rhinds under Meer Chakur.

Be this as it may, it appears that after Humayoon Shah recovered
his kingdom, he bestowed on the Belooches a grant of land in the Baree
Doab, and Meer Chakur and his family settled at Satgurrah, in the Mont-
gowery District, where they died, and where it is stated their tombs
are still to be seen. I understand that there are traces of the Belooches
in the Multan, Googaira, Jhung and Leia Districts, which support these
traditions. There are also numerous Rhindsresiding in the Montgomery
District. It appears that several of the Belooches did not go with Meer
Chakur ; others, who went, returned again; but who did go and who
remained behind is not clear.

They then separated from one another, and, under petty leaders,
spread themselves through Khelat, Scinde and along the Derajat Frontier,
and, driving out the former inhabitants of the country, took possession of
their lands.

This would, I think account satisfactorily for the origin of the several
Belooch tomuns now existing. The distinctive names by which they are
now called were derived by them in different ways, generally either from
the name of some distinguished leader, or from the name of the lands
on which they settled. Thus the Goorchanee tribe are called after their
ancestor, Gorish, while the Boogties take their name from the Boog
lands on which they settled.

The fact of the musicians or “dooms” having been themselves from
ages attached to the tribes, would make the songs which they state they
have brought down from their ancestors more entitled to credit. If these
traditions are true, it would make the exodus of the Belooches from
Aleppoin Hijri 61 (A. D. 646), or 1223 years ago, and their advent in
Kutcﬁee, in Khelat territory, between 1540 A. D. (955 Hijri), and 1550 A,
D. (965 Hijri), or about 320 years ago.

. The language of the Belooches is either a corruption of Persian, or s
distinct language of their own mixed with corrupted Persian. Their
alleged long residence in Persia might account for this, Their years
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of wandering amongst nations of other languages is perhaps the cause of
their having no records written in their own.

The Belooches are divided into tribes or tomuns, each under a chief
or tomundar. The tribes are divided into clans, “ paras,” each clan having
its own head man or “ mokuddam.”

These are again sub-divided into sections of clans, “palli,” under a
head man, whichare sometimes again sub-divided into sections of families.
The offices of tomundar and “ mokuddam ” are hereditary ; but often from
incapacity the next of kin performs the work, and an allowance is given
to the rightful head, or he is set aside altogether.

The constitution of the Belonch tribes is a sort of limited monarchy.
The heads of sections and sub-divisions of sections are responsible to
their mokuddams, and the mokuddams are responsible to their chiefs.
Thus there is a system of responsibility running through the whole body.
From ancient usage the Belooches look up to their chief or sirdar, and if
he is a man of common energy and ability, he has immense power over
his tribe. , Too often, however, from incapacity or from laziness, they do
not exercise their power, and the consequence is, that the tribe becomes
disorganized. When the general interests of the tribe are at stake, they
cannot act with impunity contrary to the wishes of the mokuddams or
council of the tribe. Still, even when he is in the wrong, they seldom
try and coerce their sirdar in the tribe, but the injured party or parties
leave the tribe for the time and go and join some other tribe, where they
try and carry out their revenge until the quarrel is made up.

Belooches always pay to their chief one-fifth share of plunder, and of
the produce of their fields called “ panjuk.” This enables him to maintain
hisposition, and to exercise that hospitality without which he would quickly
lose his influence and his prestige.

Each tribe is generally at war with its neighbor, but amongst
themselves they are generally peaceably disposed, and family feuds are
rare.

The Belooches are a hardy, warlike race; their style of fighting is
Be:iulia.r, and much more deadly than their neighbors, the Pathans. The

ooch dismounts andpickets his mare, and then enters the melee sword
and shield in hand, while the Pathan engages with his matchlock from a
distance, if possible under cover, and seldom closes with his adversary.

" The difference in the physique of the Belooch and Pathan is very
striking. The Belooch is a thin wiry man, while the Pathan is stout and
able-bodied. The hospitality of the Belooch is proverbial, and they will
never think of not offering their guests food and shelter. Lately, when
going to Jacobabad with some 300 Boogties and Murrees, notwithstand-
ing that they were Government guests, they went off every night in
snall parties to the houses of the Belooch through whose houses we
were passing, where they were always entertained, no matter whether they
happened to be their friends or enemies,
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They are very jealous of their women ; and if they find them holding
intercourse with any other man, they generally murder both parties. In
the hills it is a common custom to murder the man, and tell the woman
to go and hang herself, which she does. Thus the Belooch under British
rule consider that the greatest grievance they are subject to are our laws
about adultery; and that in this one matter it is very hard that they
should not be allowed to take the law into their own hands, as from their
customary sensitivenessorshame, “ nang,” theyare precluded from bringing
their cases into our law courts.

They are nominally Mahomedans of the Sunnisect, but are parti-
cularly lax in their religious observances, and pay little attention to fised
times of prayer, pilgrimages, alms, tithes, fasts, &c., which orthodox
Mussulmans set such value on. A Belooch on being asked why he wasnot
keeping the Ramzan fast, naively replied that there was no necessity for
his doing so, as his chief was keeping it for him. As might be expected,
from their lax form of religion, they are not at all bigoted.

They are superstitious and believe in omens, such as particular
days, particular stars, flights of birds, &ec:; also in charms and jins, and
tell the most ridiculous stories about the latter, which they firmly believe
to be true.

There are some other characteristics in their character which give
them a decided superiority over their neighbours, the Pathans ; these are
faithfulness, truthfulness, and their custom regarding their women. The
Afghans swore not to molest our troops when retiring from Cabul, and
the result is known; the Belooches (Murrees) swore to keep faith with
Captain Brown and his garrison in Kahun, and escorted them safely to
the plains of Kutchee, although quite at their mercy, and dependent on
them even for water.

They are in their independent state decidedly a truthful race. One
reason of this is, the little advantage to be gained by deceit ; but there 18
a custom which they have got amongst themselves called “chaber,’
which also accounts for it in a measure. =~ When one Belooch meets
another, they invariably ask one another for the “chaber” or news,
and they consider it a point of honor to tell everything they have head
of the news of the day truthfully, as a lie would soon be found out.
It is to be regretted that the more they are brought into contact with
our courts and people, and find how deception is made to pay, they
gradually fall away from their old custom. If a Belooch commits an
offence, he seldom or ever thinks of denying it to his chief, who he
knows has heard the “chaber.”

In all their wars and blood feuds, which they carry on with the
most implacable enmity, they never molest women or children. When
the alarm is given in a village that the enemy is near, the men fly
with their flocks up the nearest hill, while the women and children
remain in the village. Finding their prey flown, the invading party
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enter the hamlet, have a conversation with the women, smoke their
hookahs, and then return without committing any outrage. When
circumstances on the frontier prevent the Belooches inside the border
from going into the hills, they have no hesitation in sending in their
women, and at all seasons of the year large parties of Belooch women
are found wandering fearlessly about the hills, pulling the dwarf palm,
or collecting Fuller's earth. It is a remarkable fact, that although as
a race they are very poor, living from hand to mouth, they will
not be induced to take regular service, as they will not wear uniform
or undergo discipline, and are impatient of control. They are glad
to take irregular service in the Frontier Militia, in which they are
most useful. The proverb “set a thief to catch a thief” is applicable
in their case.

Their prevailing faults are pride, over-sensitiveness, and indolence.
They look down with contempt on the Jats and other inhabitants of
the country; they think it beneath their dignity to labor; and although
they are getting out of this by degrees, and now within our border
thousands of ploughs may be seen daily worked by Mazarees, Kosehs,
Legharees, and others, still it takes a long time to wean them into it;
and it is only from custom, and their tasting the profits derived from
cultivation, that they cease from their marauding practices, or to look
back with regret to the attractive adventures of midnight raids, cattle
lifting, and reprisals.

From the sketch I have given of the Belooches, I think it will
be manifest that there are many good points in their character, which
render them very valuable subjects or feudatories. They are not bigoted,
and have no fanaticism, nor any hatred against us on religious
grounds (and these remarks refer to the hill tribes as well as those in
the plains) ; and should ever another crisis occur like that of 1857, or
should there be a combination of Pathan tribes against us, they would
prove a most valuable aid.

A comparison of the present condition of the tribes within our
border with those beyond, at once speaks for the immense improvement
which the former have undergone under our rule, and it only needs
to go about amongst them to know that they thoroughly appreciate
the change, and would be sorry to revert to their former state of
anarchy. ‘

Still, even for those tribes within our border, much remains still to
be done ; while the condition of the hill tribes beyond presents a field for
improvement which has hardly as yet been entered; and it must be
acknowledged that the melioration of the condition of some 50,000
Belooches on a frontier like this, and enlisting their services on the side
of order, is an object well worthy of the aim of the great and beneficient
British Government, and is a policy which, while bearing in itself the
fruits of peace, would prove most useful in times of war.
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CHAPTER VI.
THE MAZAREES.

I will now give an account of each tribe separately, including a
geneological tree of the tomundar’s family ; a detail of the divisions and
sub-divisions of the tribe; with a short history of it, both previous to and
since annexation; and commencing at the extreme south of the district,

. I will proceed northward, taking them in order as they come.

The Mazarees’ tribe is divided into four main divisions— Balachani,
Roosumani, Masidani, and Sargani, which are sub-divided into 57 sections,
containing 4,000 fighting men. The chieftaincy of the tribe belongs to
the Balachani branch.

They occupy a strip of country about 40 miles long by 20 broad,
lying between the hills on the west and the Indus on the east, and
extending from Ummerkote and the Pitoke Pass on the north to the
Jacobabad and Shikarpoor Collectorates of Scinde on the south.

Its western boundary runs through the top of the Gehundarie
mountain, and is almost identical with the boundary line in Captain
Johnstone’s map of the Dera Ghazee Khan District. The whole of the
tribe now live in the plains; but during the inundation months, they
have to take their cattle to graze into the low hills. Lying between
the turbulent tribes of Murree, Boogtie, and Keyazye, or Shumbanee on
the one side, the independent State of Bhawulpoor on the other, and
Scinde on the south, it has always had an extremely difficult part to
play ; while from its numbers, position, and connexions, it is one of the
most, if not the most, important tribe on the whole frontier.

The chief town is Rajham, where the tomundar resides, which is
110 miles from Dera Ghazee Khan, and 40 from Rajanpoor, a military
station, and the head-quarters of the Assistant Commissioner in charge
of that sub-division, )



AND ITS BORDER TRIBES. 17

Geneology of the Wazaree Chief’s family, as given by himself—

Julal.
!
1 I | .
Rhind.  Hoth. Lashar.  Karai.
|
Alli.
I
Shahuk.
!
Balub. Shadeen.
I |
Rozo. Bundoo, Chief.
|
°Ki , Lo I |
Killed by Magessies. *Batil, Shahoo. Pandig.
Chief. Head of Pandigzye Mazarees
I
Hamal, Chief.

A
— —

| I
Marun. Hyder. Rutta.

—— i

| |
tKilled by +Mitta. Bukker.

Boohdis. | |
Futtai Alli. Min Dost.
I
Mitta. No heirs. .
|
Hamal.
[

¢ Mistak - e .
and Kurm

| I I I | |
killed by Mitta. Dilawur. Said. Durbaree. Bundoo. }Mistak. Khoondan.
Goor-
chanees. —- -

I I | I | |
§ Brahooes. Killed by §Gulsher. Azad. Bukhir. {Kurm. Hyder. Makhian.
| .

- -
— ~

I | I I |
Shahlea, Chief, no heirs. Dost Alli, Chief. Batil. Javun. Wugeeran.

Hammul, subjected the Mazarees to the Ameers of Scinde. Dildar.
I

A

p—

Bahram. Kurm.
I I
Dost Alli. ~ 1
I |
Sher Mahomed Khan, Emmam Buksh, Raheem.
Nommul Chief, Honorary Magstrate,

Acting Chief.
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From the family tree it will be seen that the real chief is Sher
Mahomed Khan, who, like his father, Dost Alli, is a debauched and dis-
sipated man of weak intellect, and the whole of the management of the
tribe is carried out by Emam "Buksh’ (who, during the life time of Dost
Alli, was also the workmg man), who is an Honorary Magistrate of the
1st class. I have only given the details of the chief’s immediate family.
The descendants of the other branches are living, and many sections of

. the tribe take their names from them.
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It is said that at the time Meer Chakur went with Hamayoon Skah
to Dehli (about 957 Hijri, or 1542 A. D.), Batil Khan was tomundar of

the Mazarees, and it is not known whether any of thein accompanied
Meer Chakur or not.

After this time the Mazarees and Chundias of Scinde quarrelled
The Mazarees were beaten and took refuge with Batil Khan, who
joined the Mazarees with a force, and went against the Chundias, and a
fight ensued, in which Batil Khan, tomundar, and some of his followers
were killed.

As his son, Hummal Khan, was a minor at the time of his father’s
death, the tomun was managed by his uncle, Pandiq Khan. When
Hammal became of age, he assumed the “ pugh,” and on his death was
succeeded by his son, Mitta. N

Mitta was killed in a fight with the Booledis of Shikarpoor, in
Scinde, and was succeeded by his son, Futtey Alli Khan. In the time of
Futtey Alli Khan the Mazarees settled in the Sibaf Valley and Murron
Plain (at present the country of the Boogties), where they found water
and grass in abundance for their flocks and herds. On Futtey Alli’s
death, Mitta became tomundar.

Mitta received the “ pugh” about the year 1000 Hijri (A. D. 1585),
at which time Akbar sat on the throne of Dehli.

At this time the Mazarees first became acquainted with the coun-
try they now occupy ; and coming down from the hills, they commenced
to commit depredations in the plains.

Mahomed Kasim Khan, caste Nahur, then held charge of the coun-
try between Kusmore and Ummerkote, as Subah to the King of Dehli.

When Mitta Khan died, his son, Hammal Khan, became tomundar,
and in his time the Mazarees first began to leave the hills, and come
down and settle in the plains.

Hammal Khan went and tendered his allegiance to Mahomed
Kasim Khan, who, in return for service, gave him the lands of Tadi,
Umdani, Lad Muth, Dilbur, and Tozeani, on the Daman pahar, in ja-
gheer, and they took to cultivating the lands.

Hammal Khan cut a canal through the lands of Rofhan, which is
still known as the Hammalwah, and it was after this time that the
Mazarees settled altogether in the plains.

- Dapil Khan, Tomundar of the Boogties, with 700 men, committed
a raid on the Mazarecs, and carried off a lot of cattle, and the Mazarees
went in pursuit and secured their cattle, and killed two of the
Boogtie tomundar’s sons, and several of their followers.  This was the
commencement of war between the two tomans.

The Boogtie tomundar resolved to revenge and take an exchange
for the death of his two sons, again collected his followers, and came
down and killed two Mazarees, and carried off a number of cattle.. The
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Mazarees went in pursuit, overtook the Boogties, and a fight ensued, in
which the former were beaten, and Kindan Khan, mokuddum, and a
number of the Mazarees were killed. The Boogties returned to their
homes with the plunder. Hammal Khan, with 1,500 sowars and foot-
men, went against the Boogties, and killed Seba and Mehralla mokud-
dums, and 15 of their men. After this there was a truce between the two
tribes.

On account of the old enmity existing between the Booledis and
the Mazarees, Mundoo Khan, the Booledi tomundar, with a large force,
committed a raid, and carried off a number of Mazaree cattle.

The Mazarees went in pursuit and overtook and fought the Boole-
dis, and killed the Tomundar, Moondoo Khan, and 80 of his men. Accord-
ingly the spot where the fight took place was called Moondoo Koond, by
which name it is still known.

As a reward for this service, Mahomed Kasim Khan bestowed on
the Mazarees the lands along the banks of the river.

After these events took place, Mahomed Kasim Khz.m died,and his son
Ibraheem Khan, was appointed Nawab or Subah in his stead.

The Kujazye tomun (now better known as the Shumbanees) at this
time came down from their own lands, and were grazing their cattle
with the Mazarees on the Gehundaree mountain, when the Dreeshuks
committed a raid against them, and killed Tungoo Khan, Kujazye
mokuddum, and a Mazaree, and carried off some herds of cattle. Ham-
mal Khan, the Mazaree tomundar, witbh his clansmen, followed them,
and a fight took place at Hamidpore, in which 15 of the Dreeshuks were
kiled. War was thus declared between the Mazarees and Dreeshuks.
Shabuk Khan, the Dreeshuk tomundar, collected his men and went
against the Mazarees, and Hammal Khan assembled a force and went
against the Dreeshuks. It so happened that both forces crossed on the
way without being aware of it. Shabuk Khan arrived at Rajhan, and
contrary to the custom of Belooches, killed Hammal Khan’s wife, wounded
his mother, and killed Babul Khan, Mazaree, and looted Rajhan (the
Dreeshuks state that the women were cut up by accident in the dark-
ness, as the attack was a night one). Hammal Khan had, in the mean
time, reached Asnee, and killed Hybut Khan, mokuddum, and 15
Dreeshuks.

Shabuk Xhan again committed a raid on the Mazarees ; but they
were prepared, and a fight took place, in which Shabuk Khan, tomundar,
and 24 Dreeshuks, were killed, and the Dreeshuks defeated.

The Mazarees lost Mungun Khan and Nathoo, mokuddums, and a few
men killed, and Mitta Khan was wounded. Hammal Khan died, and his
son, Mitta, succeeded to the tomundarship. Ibraheem Khan (Nahur),
who had succeeded Mahomed Kasim Khan as Subah, was a dissipated
and weak governor, and Mitta Khan, tomundar, taking advantage
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of the opportunity, wrested the country from him, and took possession
of it.

The Kujazye tomun (Shumbanees) at that time lived on the Siah
Koh (a large mountain west of the Phylawar Plain), and ‘committed
two raids on the Mazarees. Mitta Khan went against them, and
killed Ghoram Khan’s (the Kujazye tomundar) two sons, and 40 men of
his tribe, after which there was a truce between the tribes.

After this 200 Mazaree sowars looted a herd of Goorchanee camels
which were grazing in the Dreeshuk lands near Futteypoor. Mahomed
Khan, Dreeshuk, who tried to rescue the camels, was killed with
10 of his men. This was the commencement of hostilities between the
Mazaree and Goorchanee tribes. Alum Khan, the Goorchanee tomun-
dar, collected a force to take his “ivazi” out of the Mazarees, and com-
mitted a raid in the Mazaree country, and carried offa large number of
cattle. The Mazarees came to the rescue ; but in the fight which ensued
they were completely defeated, and Mistak Khan, Mitta Khan's nephew,
his son, Kurm Khan, and nephew Turah Khan, with thirty of the Maza-
rees, were killed. "The Goorchanees made good their retreat with the
plunder. For thirty years after Mistak Khan’s death, there weré con-
stant fights and reprisals between the Mazarees and Goorchanees.

At length, about 1175 Hijri (A. D. 1759), the Mazarees succeeded
in carrying off some 700 Goorchanee camels. The Goorchanees seut a
mela” (deputation) to beg for the return of the camels, and as it wasa
favorable opportunity for making a truce, the Mazarees agreed to returmn
the camels if the Goorchanees would give a girl in marriage from one
of the head families of their tribe to Mistak Khan’s grandson, Jumal
Khan. The Goorchanees agreed to the conditions. Mitta Khan, tomun-
dar, with 700 Mazaree sowars, went to Lall Ghur, the head-quarters of
the Goorchanee tribe, where the betrothal was carried out.

After this the Mazarees returned the Goorchanee camels, and peace
was established between the two tribes for the time being. Mitta Khan
died about 1180 Hijri, and was succeeded by his son, Gulsher.

From these constant wars and blood feuds between the Mazarees,
Dreeshuks, and Goorchanees, the whole of the country between Hurrund
and Kusmore, which before had been highly cultivated and intersected
by canals, was gradually becoming devastated. Further north, on the
frontier, amongst the Ligharees, Khosas, Kusranees, and others, a similar
state of things existed. The Belooches coming down into the plains
spread over the country like a flight of locusts, and soon finding their
strength, and that there was no strong power to control them, drove out
the former inhabitants; while at the same time they carried on their
own tribal feuds with such implacability, that the country became a
waste, and turbulence and anarchy reigned supreme.

This state of things lasted until British rule was established in the
country, and at annexation the whole of the Dera Ghazee Khan District
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was marked by immense jungle tracts, which were found intersected with
lines of old canals, and the remains of what had once been large flourish«
ing villages.

When writing the history of the district and of the canals, I will give
the particulars of how these changes came about ; and I only allude to
them here to mark the progress of events. °

When Gulsher became tomundar, the Mazarees did not pay tribute
or allegiance to any sovereign. Mohubbut Khan, who was at that time
Khan of Khelat, seeing this, sent down Adim Khan, Brahooee, with an
army, to take possession of the country.

The Mazarees fled into the hills, where they were pursued by the
Khan’s army, which came on them at Nuthill near Gehundaree, where
a fight took place,in which Gulsher Khan, tomundar, and some eight of
his followers were killed. The rest of the Mazarees fled up the moun-
tains and escaped. Adim Khan took Kusmore, where he set up a
thanna, and proclaimed the Khan’s rule in the country, and retaining
a sufficient number of men to garrison it, he sent back the army to
Khelat.

Shahlu Khan, who was tomundar after his father’s death, collected
the Mazarees, and made a raid on Kusmore. Adim Khan fled, and two of
his sons were killed,and the Mazarees took possession of Kusmore.

The Mazaree country formerly belonged to the Chundias, with whom
at first they got on peacefully, 4nd Maruk Khan, the Chundia Chief, gave
Shahlu Khan his daughter 1n marriage.

After Shahlu Khan’s death, his brother, Dost Alli, got the “pugh,”
who, after a while, quarrelled with the Chundias, and several feuds and
reprisals took place between the two, until at length Maruk Khan and
60 of his men were killed, and the Chundias were driven out of the
country and obliged to take refuge in Bhawalpore, where their descend-
ants are still living. Since then there have been no Chundias in the
ghazaxjee country. Dost Alli died, and was succeeded by his son, Hammal

an.

War again commenced between the Mazarees and Boogties. Hammal
Khan, with a strong body of his clan, looted a Boogtie village in the
Marrow Plain, and carried off their plunder. The Boogtie tomundar
followed them, and a fight took place at Kajoori, in which the Boogties
were defeated, and a relation of the tomundar’s and 80 Boogties were
killed. The Mazarees lost 20 killed and several wounded, but they
carried off their plunder in triumph.

In 1206 Hijri (A. D. 1791), Roostum Khan, Ameer of Khyrpore, in
Scinde, summoned Hammal Khan to his Durbar. Hammal Khan obeyed
the summons and went to Khyrpore, and tendered his submission to the
Ameer. He was well received, and the Ameer bestowed on him the lands
of Lad Mitta, Tozeani, Dilbur, and Mittrie, in short all the lands from
the Pitoki to the Shorie which were watered by the hill streams, in jaghir,
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and the other lands on half the revenue rates, as Kussoor. After this the
Mazarees were subject to the Ameers of Scinde.

Futtey Khan was at this time tomundar of the Goorchanees, but
the hereditary tomundar was Belooch Khan.

Belooch Khan aimed af getting the “ pugh,” and with this end in view
he took refuge with the Mazaree tomundar, and offered to contract a
marriage between his daughter and Dost Alli’s son, Bahram Khan. The
betrothal was effected ; but Futtey Khan, finding out Belooch Khan's real
aim, murdered him.

On this the Mazaree and Goorchanee war broke out again, and
was carried on for some years with varying success. In 1216 Hijr
(A.D. 1801) Hammal Khan died, and Bahram Khan was tomundar.

Bahram Khan collected his iomun and went to Hurrund, and
completed his marriage with Belooch Khan’s (Goorchanee) daughter.

Raids and retaliations again commenced between the Mazarees and
the Dreeshuks, sometimes to the advantage of one side and sometimes
of the other. In one of these raids Baktear Khan, Dreeshuk, mokud-
dum of Kotla Nusseer, was killed by the Mazarees, and in another,
Hajee and Bukht Ali, nephews of the Mazaree tomundar, were killed
by the Dreeshuks.

At this time the Dajul and Hurrund Ilaquas were under the rule
of the Khan of Khelat. Hyad Khan, the Dreeshuk tomundar, was
held responsible by him for the management of his part of the border,
and Meerun Khan, cousin of Hyad Khan, was appointed to look after
Hajeepore.

The Mazarees looted some cattle from near Hajeepore, and Meerun
Khan, who went to therescue, was killed with two Brahooees. After
some further reprisals, a truce was declared. At this time the Goor-
chanees and Tibbee Loonds quarrelled, and Mussoo Khan demanded
assistance from the Mazarecs. The Mazarees sent a “lashkar” (force)
to their aid, and the Mazarees and Loonds attacked the Goorchanees in
the Kaha Nullah, and killed Mussoo Khan, the tomundar’s grandson.
and 50 Goorchanees. The Mazarees and Loonds also lost a few men i
killed and wounded.

After this fight the Loonds left Tibbee and took refuge with the
Mazarees at Rajhan.

The Goorchanees, under their Sirdar, Golam Mahomed, went to take
their budla (exchange) out of the Mazarees, and making a descent on
Rajhan, they killed Mussoo Khan, the Loond tomundar, and (60) sixty
Mazarees ; several of the Goorchanees were also killed. The Goorchanees
returned home laden with the Mazaree plunder.

The Lisharees, (Goorchanees) were grazing their flocks on the Nisai
plains, and were attacked by the Mazarees, who killed Gahna, their head
man, and 18 of their clansmen,
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After several exchanges of raids, peace was at length established
between the two tribes. .

Divisions at this time broke out in the family of the Ligharee Chief.
Raheem Khan set himself up in opposition to Mahmood Khan,
the rightful chief, who was his cousin, and wrested the “ pugh” from him.
Mahmood Khan, with Mahomed Khan and Julal Khan, came to Rajhan
and demanded assistance from Bahram Khan. Bahram Khan sent his
lashkar (army) with the Ligharees, and a fight took place, in which
Raheem Khan was beaten, and 50 of his followers were killed. Raheem
Khan then resigned his claim to the “pugh,” and fled to Bhawulpore,
where his family is still living.

A party of 60 Mazarees went in boats to Juttoo, in Moozuffergurh,
and looted the Juttoos, and were making away with their plunder, but
the Juttoos collected and followed them in a boat, and overtook the
Mazarees. When the boats came together a fight ensued, in which
Mahwal Khan, Rais of the Juttoos, and 20 of his men were killed.

Bahram Khan committed a raid on Bagh, in Kutchee, and carried
off a number of cattle, and in return Gool Mahomed, Brahoo sent his
son, with a force, against the Mazarees but the Mazarees ; were prepared,
and Gool Mahomed’s son-and 24 Brahooes were killed in the fight.

Quarrels again commenced between the Mazarees and Boogties,
into the details of which it is unnecessary to enter; suffice it to say that for
several years they were carried on, during which some 200 men were killed
on both sides. Of these the only men of note were Mean Khan and
Junghi (father and uncle of the notorious Gholam Hoosein) on the side
of the Boogties, and Yaiah Khan on the side of the Mazarees. Bibrock
Khan, Boogtie tomundar, and Ghoram Khan, Kajazie, came to Rajhan,
and on Ghoram giving his niece in marriage to the Mazaree tomundar’s
cousin, peace was declared.

At this time the country from Mithenkote to Dera Ghazee Khan
was under the rule of the Nawab of Bhawalpore, Mahomed Sadik
Khan.

Kurm Khan, the Dreeshuk tomundar, on account of the exactions
of the Nawab'’s servants, left his own estates and went to Bahram Khan,
at Rajhan, and the Mazarees and Dreeshuks together commenced to
commit large depredations on the Nawab’s territories, till at length
the Nawab’s officials sent for the Dreeshuk tomundar, and redressed
his grievances, and allowed him to return to his property.

About 1243 Hijri (A. D. 1827) Runjeet Singh took possession of
the Dera Ghazee Khan District as far south as Mumerkote.

The Mazarees continued their depredations in the Mithenkote
ilaqua.

Sawun Mull, who was Soubah of Mooltan, was sent with an army
against them, and being joined by the Goorchanees, Ligharees and other
Belooches, in all about 7,000 men, they marched to Budlee.
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The whole of the Mazarees fled to the bills, where they collected
th: Tomun.

Mahomed Khan, tomundar of the Tibbee Loonds, acted as medis-
tor, and on their returning all the plundered property they were par-
doned and permitted to come in to Sawun Mull

After a short respite the Mazarees again commenced looting in
Mithenkote, and the kardar of that place took an army into their
country and carried off a lot of cattle.

After this the Mazarees collected two thousand men and sur-
rounded Mithenkote, and killed 12 Sikhs and looted the town. The
kardar hid himself in a house.

Diwan Sawun Mull, with Kurruck Singh, again brought an amy
against the Mazarees, and they fled and took refuge in Scinde. Sawun
Mull erected some mud forts in Rajhan, and, leaving his kardars and
thannab in the country, returned.

About the time that these events took place, Moulvee Nusseer-ud-
din Ghazee came from Kandahar into Scinde with 1,000 men, horse and
foot. The Mazarees joined him and made a descent on Rajhan, but, as
they could make no impression on Sawun Mull’s forts, having looted the
country, they returned again to Scinde.

Sawun Mull on hearing of this sent Raheem Khan, Ligharee
tomundar, to treat with the Mazarees, and having agreed to restore
their kussoor and jaghir allowances, which he had confiscated, the
Magzarees returned to their own country, and Bahram Khan went to pay

his respects to Sawun Mull at Mooltan. Sawun Mull treated him well °

and gave him a khillut.

After returning to Rajhan, Runjeet Singh summoned Bahram Khan
to Lahore, where he was well received. He presented a nuzzur, and
Runjeet Singh gave him a khillut, and some presents to the 50 sowars
whom he had taken with him. He also confirmed the grants made by
Sawun Mull, and dismissed him.

On his return to Rajhan, Bahram Khan died, and his son, Dost Alli,
was Tomundar. A short time after Bahram Khan’s death the Jakrances
committed a raid in Rajhan, but the Mazarees turned out and killed 17
of them and rescued their cattle.

This was the commencement of several raids and reprisals between
these two tribes, in one of which the Mazarees with 1,200 men raided
on Kot Tahri, the Jakranees, and killed 17 men and carried off a lot of
cloot

The Sikh kardar and officials who were at Rajhan commenced to
commit exactions on the Mazarees. In one case in particular, abont a
woman, they acted so tyrannically that Dost Alli determined to kill the
kardar, but hearing of the plot he absconded.
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Finding the kardar had fled, they killed his mohurrir, but fearing
the result of what they bad done, the Mazarees fled to the hills and
afterwards to Scinde, where they made themselves as troublesome as
possible.

About this time Dewan Sawan Mull was murdered in Durbar, and
was succeeded by his son Moolraj, who sent for Dost Alli, and on his
presenting himself at Mooltan, he pardoned him and allowed the Mazarees
to return to their country, and forbid his officials from acting against
them except in concert with their chief. In 1265 Hijri (A. D. 1848))
the Mooltan war took place, and on the 30th March 1849, a proclama-
tion from the Governor-General declared the annexation of the Punjab
to the British Empire in India.

I have gone largely into the details of the history of the Mazarees,
to show what an extraordinary life these Belooch tribes led.

With such antecedents, it is not astonishing that for some years
after annexation the Mazarees had the worst reputation of any tribe on
this border.

Elphinstone, in his History of India, mentions them as famous for
their piracies on the Indus, their robberies on the highway, and for their
depredations into the countries of all their neighbors.

It appears that up to 1853 armed parties of the Mazarees con-
tinued to carry on their plundering expeditions. About that time an
Assistant Commissioner was first appointed to Mithenkote, and from
then the reclamation of the tribe commenced, so that what were once
such inveterate plunderers and robbers are now peaceable and useful
subjects.

It was found that Dost Alli, tomundar was a debauched and dis-
sipated man, and the charge of the tribe was committed to his brother,
Emam Buksh Khan.

After Dost Alli’s death his son Sher Mahomed Khan was found to
be even more incapable than his father, so that Emam Buksh Khan was
still continued in the position of tomundar, and to him has justly been
attributed the chief credit of having effected such a salutary change in
the condition of the tribe.

He is a man of great tact, energy and perseverance, and saw from
the first that without a heavy hand he could not bring such wild spirits
into order ;and throwing aside his natural prejudices in favor of his
clansmen (which are peculiarly strong amongst the Belooches), and refus-
ing to cover their offences, he invariably seized them and sent them up
for punishment. In this he was assisted by some of the best mokud-
dums in the tribe.

In 1857 he asked for permission to collect his people for service
in Hindoostan, and when the cavalry regiment was called away from
Asnee, he was made Ressaldar of a levy of horse and foot which was
raised on this frontier, and afterwards he and his brother Dost Alli



28 DERA GHAZEE KHAN

received a khillut of Rs. 2,000 from Government for their services during
the troubled times of the mutiny.

In 1859 he was created an Honorary Magistrate of the 1Ist clas,
and has continued to use his powers to the best advantage.

After the raid on Hurrund in 1867, when the Mussoories and
othersin the hills were trying to give trouble, he was constantly out with
his Mazarees, and in several instances pursued parties of the marauders
some 50 or 60 miles into the hills, where they were either killed or
taken prisoners. For these services he received from Government a |
khillut of Rs. 1,000, and was permitted to attend the Governor-General’s
Durbar at Agra,

Last year he married a niece of the Murree tomundar, Ghuzzar
Kban, and thereby greatly increased the influence which he before poss-
essed amongst the hill tribes ; and it is only due to him to say that he has
always used his influence on the side of law and order ; and while giving
all the aid in his power to coerce the evil-disposed amongst the tribes
on this frontier, he has kept on good terms with those chiefs and others -
who proved themselves to be working on the side of Government.

He receives, in conjunction with his nephew, the lease of Kin Ra-
jhan and Shahwallee, with a remission of one-half the revenue assessed
on these estates as a kussoor grant, and the right of collecting their
share in kind.

The lumberdars of Badlee, Meerunpoor, and Deen Dildar, also re-
ceive the kussoor on their estates.

The origin of this was that the former Government found that they
could not work such a large and turbulent tribe through the tomundar
alone, and accordingly enlisted some of the head men of the chiefs
family to aid them, allowing them these kussoor grants in return for
service, v

When our settlements were made these were continued ; but they
have worked anything but well.

Instead of these men giving a return for the concessions allowed
them, they set themselves up to undermine the tomundar’s influence -
in his tribe.

For this they were fined by the Commissioner, Major Pollock ; but
still continued to carry on their intrigues, until at length their kusscor
grants had to be confiscated. . |

After a year the Deputy Commissioner, Captain Sandeman, recom
mended that some sowars they had in the frontier militia should be
taken from them, and that the kussoor should be restored until settle-
ments, which was sanctioned by the Commissioner, Colonel Graham.

Although afraid to do anything openly, they still continue to
wor kmischief in the tribe, while they give little aid on the frontier ; and




AND ITS BORDER TRIBES, 29

instead of improving their estates they went into debt and mortgaged
the lease of them to bunneas in Mithenkote.

I therefore trust that, at the approaching settlement, the kussoor
grants, which are really an allowance for frontier service, may be made
i favor of the tomundar, on whom falls all the public expenses of the
tribe, such as entertaining men from the hills, feeding their clansmen
when called out on account of raids, &c., &c., which are very heavy, while
the recognition of other heads than the tomundar, if he is a fit man,
can only tend to work evil in the tribe.

CHAPTER VII.
THE DREESHUKS.

Nextin order to the Mazarees come the Dreeshuk tribe, which is
divided into six main branches, and sub-divided into 23 sections, con-
taining 2,343 fighting men. - The chieftancy of the tribe belongs to the
Karmani branch.

They occupy the frontier line of country between the Pitoke Pass on
the north and the Shori Pass on the south ; but unlike their neighbors,
the Mazarees and Goorchanees, their estates do not extend inside the
line of hills. _

The present chief is Meerun Khan, who is an Honorary Magistrate,
with police powers on his own estates, which he exercises most satisfac-
torily, and is a thoroughly good servant of Government.

He is a hard-working, energetic young man, and has done much to
improve his property. _

He and his younger brother, Saleem Khan, have just married two near
relations of the Murree chief, thereby greatly extending his influence
beyond the border, and putting an end to the blood feud which has so
long existed between the two tribes,
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Genealogy of the Drceeskuk Clief's family, as given by himself—
Izzut Khan.

Burah! Khan.
Rozun‘Khan.
Balu IKha.n.
Beem.hI Khan.
Shabull Khan.
DaoodIKhan.
HyadlKhan.

Kurm Khan.
|
Azmat Khan,

I | [ |
Hyad Khan. Nindoo Khan Hajee Habuk
Kurm Khan, Peroz Khan,

Tomundar, had Tomundar, killed by the Jackranies.

no heirs ; pugh

went to his cousin, Bijur Khan,

Peroz Khan Tomundar, waskilled by the Murrees in 1857

l [ [

Derban Khan, Meerun Khan, Suleem Khan,
was killed with Tomundar, Jamadar in the
his father Honorary Magistrate, Frontier Militia

2nd class,



AND ITS BORDER TRIBES.

*qInSI1agnzooYy JO JO13SY(J OY3 UL AT OYM USW ()¢ JNOQE oIe oIy} ‘osory} SIPISdY

‘wow Junydy ¢3gG 1930,
oy €89 18 3L9 €81 85y
C¥ | -epunyoly | ‘1UvIIZZNIY
“IO1UOL] ST} € | -Joyg NIV |"Urew rwednjy
wo 8aqu} Ypoo[ag oy} :J ‘aeqy[
gs8uowie punoj ele YoIGM iCh ‘00pEYS | TUWITA[ log | POWOYER | -[mUojjny
Jjo sloquauwl pue —vo.-vaadom
puy dn ueyouiq sea TPOIYA |0 ‘mv (nog | ‘ruspumpy ‘powmoy ‘weqy
oquy Tooopqg luvy sIf oh | eW  ueqy "Tregty ‘T4 lgg 007y | cruesy
oy} JO DI BELSIYY, 80 |  Joyp[ny | ‘IUeIeZEY 0% |- eHYseT| -epuqY
001 “J00N | roemqei)) 19 | ‘oossnp| | rrempmy
o8 ‘oouref | ruvpEN ‘ ‘™ ’
. 69 “UNIROJY | “TUUPUIYOLY gg | “wulig [-ARIY z/z ‘uUMICON | ‘IuEOON
ap MOT|  -reejooy) 08€| -eppep rwepuren
‘pawoy ‘Bunreg my | ‘raea ‘wegy
oF | sV | TEeY sip joog|  eoquq "TeqIV |op | pus weaqeg | “1avarqolq (867 “1opAH |Tuvpuegieg | juing | -Bmp RGO | TUwEITY
2 2 b z 2
o |. . ol . o R © ‘uem |, ‘avmt
¥ |'uvm peog| ‘uoloeg | ¥ | ‘uvwm pvoy uoroeg | © | ‘wewm peey ‘uorjooq - worpoog | © PR ‘TONOOR
-wom BunyBy oy ‘weyy ‘uom Buryyfy ‘wow Bunyfy 198 ‘uowt SunyBy gL9 |'wom BupyBy ggY T
POmOUNY NIV ‘WeXsir| €89 UV 00YNQ ‘TwqiV | ‘merqug pue Sunreg ‘trefreg | ‘wpAH ‘Tepucop | sqyeg _.ahm..ﬁ .

QUL Ymsoon iy ur uagy Lurpylrg fo waqun T puv ‘vucreIq-qng ‘syoug wngy oy Lrurmoys juawavig



32 DERA GHAZEE KHAN

The Dreeshuks say that they are also descended from Hoth, the son
of Jelal, and that they first came into the plains in the time of Rozun,

tomundar, and that the Mazarees were settled in the plains before
them.

The country from Ummerkote to Mithenkote was ruled by Islum
Khan, Nahur, as viceroy to the King of Dehli.

The Nahurs gave the Dreeshuks the lands of Asnee and the Daman
pahar in maafi; and they settled on them and cultivated the lands.

After a short time they quarrelled with the Mazarees, and for several
years the two tribes carried on their feuds and reprisals after the man.
ner of Belooches.

As a full description of these has already been given in the history
of the Mazarees, the truth of which the Dreeshuks themselves cor-
roborated, with the exception of a few unimportant particulars, it is
unnecessary to enter again on a detail of them here.

Rozun was succeeded by his son, Balu, and Balu was succeeded by
his son, Beerah, a8 tomundar. Nothing worthy of record occurred dur-
ing the lifetime of these tomundars.

After Beerah's death, Shabuk was tomundar, who was afterwards
killed in a fight with the Mazarees, as before related.

After Shabuk Khan was killed, his son, Daood Khan, was Sirdar.

In the time of Daood Khan, the Jiskani tribe lived on the northem
Shoree Nullah. The Jiskanies and the Dreeshuks quarrelled, and Daood
Khan collected his tomun, and went against the Jiskanies, and a fight
took place near the Shoree Pass, in which Hasil Khan, the Jiskanie
tomundar, and 120 of his clansmen were killed, and a large number of
cattle carried off by the Dreeshuks. After this the Jiskanies were not able
to hold their own on their former lands, broke up and scattered them-
selves amongst all the other Belooch tribes, where their descendants are
still found. A few of them also joined the Dreeshuks.

When Daood Khan died, hisson Hyad Khan, received the “ pugh.”
In his time the Dreeshuks wentto war with the Hussenie tribe, which
at that time resided in the Nisao plain and the adjoining lands.

After several raids and retaliations on one side or the other, in one of
these fights, Sadik Khan, the Hussenie tomundar, with 120 of his follow-
ers, were killed by the Dreeshuks.

The Hussenies, who were also at war with the Murrees, were at
length so weakened that they were obliged to fly from the country ; and
dividing themselves into two parts, one took refuge with the Sudozye
Pathans, and the other with the Khetrans, of which tomuns they now
form a considerable part. Since then, the Hussenies have lost their
name and place amongst the Belooch tribes.

When Hyad Khan wastomundarof the Dreeshuks, Nawab Mahmood
Khan, Goojur, was Governor of Dera Ghazee Khan. For some reason
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Mahmood Khan was enraged with his Wuzeer, Ahmed Khan, Bozdar,
and had him hanged. .

Abmed Khan's son, Khan Mahomed Khan, fled for protection and for
assistance to Hyad Khan, Tomundar. Ahmed Khan, with a party of
Dreeshuks, came across Noor Mahomed Khan, Mahmood Khan’s brother,
in the neighbourhood of Dera Ghazee Khan, and killed him. Hyad
Khan was succeeded by his son, Kurm Khan, and about 1174 Hijri
Kurm Khan died, and his son, Azmut Khan, was Tomundar.

In the time of Azmut Khan, the Dreeshuks carried on raids and
cattle thefts in the Dera Ghazee Khan ilaqua, and Nawab Mahmood
Khan sent an army under Kummun Khan to punish them. Kummun
Khan made an attack on Asnee, and surrounded the fort; but the
Dreeshuks, who had received trusty information, were all collected and
prepared. and came out of the fort and attacked them ; one hundred and
forty of Kummun Khan’s force were killed, and he only saved his life by
flight. The whole of their property and arms fell into the hands of the
Dreeshuks. Amongst the arms taken were ten zumboorchas (camel
guns), and thirteen goordahs (long matchlocks), which are still in the
possession of the Dreeshuk Chief’s family.

After a considerable lapse of time, the Nawab agreed to overlook the
hut offences of the Dreeshuks, and committed the villages of Rajunpoor,
ahomedpoor, Jelalpoor, Russoolpoor, Ghouspoor, Shahpoor and Donea-
poor to the charge of Azmut Khan, giving him 1-20th share of the
masGl (Government share of the produce), as a remuneration for the
service.
The whole of these villages, with the exception of Rajunpoor, were on
the old Dhoondee Canal, and went to ruin with that canal in the subse-
quent anarchy which devastated the country.

Since the Dhoondee Canal has been re-opened, these towns are
springing up again.

About the year 1811, Nusseer Khan, the Khan of Khelat, died, leav-
ing thiee sons, Mahmood, Mir Mustafa, and Raheem. Raheem Khan raised
the standard of rebellion, and murdered his brother, Mir Mustafa, out
hunting. He was, however, obliged to fly from the country, and applied
for assistance first to the Talpoor of Scinde, and afterwards to the Nawab
of Bhawulpoor, but without success.

From Bhawulpoor he went to Hyad Khan, the Dreeshuk Tomundar,
who promised to give him any assistance in his power. He then sent for
Hyder Khan, the Khelat Kardar at Hurrund and Dajul, who refused
to obey his summons.

Hyad Khan collected his followers,and went with Raheem Khan to
Dajul ; a fight ensued, in which Hyder Khan was completely defeated, and
100 of his followers were slain, and he only made his escape by flight.
Raheem Khan then took possession of Hurrund and Dajul.
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He was not, however, destined long to enjoy it, as the next year
Mahmood sent an army under Kadir Buksh, Chief of Zahun, against him;
and, in a battle which was fought at Meani near Hurrund, Raheem Khan
was killed, and the country was recovered.

During the lifetime of Hyad Khan, the Boogtees and Dreeshuks
quarrelled. The Boogtees committed a raid on Asnee, and carried off
the Dreeshuk cattle which were grazing in the neighbourhood. The
Dreeshuks attempted to rescue the cattle, but failed in the attempt, and
had 28 of their number killed by the Boogtees, who carried off their
plunder to the hills.

After this Hyad Khan made three successive raids against the
Boogtees, in the last of which 24 Boogtees were killed by the Dreeshuks,
who carried off a large herd of Boogtee camels.

Bibrock Khan, the Boogtee Toraundar, sent his wife with a “ mela”
(deputation) to Hyad Khan, according to the custom of Beloches, and
peace was thus established between the two Tomuns, and the Dreeshuks
returned the Boogtee camels.

Nawab Gyasooddeen, cousin to the King of Dehli, was passing

through on his way to Mecca on a pilgrimage, and stayed several days with
Hyad Khan.

On Hyad Khan's death, Kurm Khan was Tomundar, and in his time
feuds broke out between the Dreeshuks and the Goorchanees, which
were carried on for a length of time with varying success.

In one of these,Sadik Khan, uncle of AlliMahomed Juskanie, Mokud-
dum, was killed on the side of the Dreeshuks, and in another Meer Khan,
father of Howran Khan (Duffadar in the Frontier Militia, but formerly
one of the most celebrated thieves on this frontier), alias the Dachee,
was killed on the side of the Goorchanees.

Kurm Khan died without any male heirs, and his cousin, Peroze
Khan, son of Nindoo Khan, succecded to the Tomundarship.

A large body of Boogtees and Jakranies carried off a herd of camels
from near Kotla “ Husn Shah.”

Peroze Khan, Tomundar, collected his followers and went in pursuit,
and came up with the raiders at the mouth of Shoree Pass, when a fight
ensued, in which Peroze Khan, Tomundar, his nephew, Pain Khan,
Fazul Khan, Mokuddum, and several of their followers, were slain,
and the Boogtees and Jakranies carried off their plunder. In this
fight the Dreeshuks were immensely outnumbered by their opponents.

It is worthy of remark here that Peroze Khan's son, Bijur Khan,
Tomundar, and Paree’s son, Futteh Khan, were afterwards both killed ix
the service of our Government. When Peroze Khan was killed, Biju
Khan (father of the present Chief) was made Tomundar.

This took place in 1252 Hijri (A. D. 1834), which brings the history
of the tribe down to the commencement of our rule,
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The most noticeable event connected with this tribe after annexation
was the raid made on it by the Murrees in 1857, the circumstances of
which are as follows:—In May 1857, when the regular troops were
called away from the Rajanpore frontier to serve against the rebels in
Hindoostan, their place was supplied by Beloch levies of horse and foot
raised from the different tribes on our frontier. A body of 40 Dreeshuk
sowars and 100 infantry were enlisted for the protection of Asnee, the
command of which was given to Bijur Khan, the Dreeshuk Chief, who
was appointed a Ressaldar.

In the month of August 1857, a formidable raid was made by the
Murree tribe on the Asnee frontier. A party of 230 horsemen entered
the plains by the Begaree Pass, and divided themselves into two parties;
one went in the direction of Drijen and Bukkerpoor, and the other
scoured the plains to the front of Mahomedpoor and Futteypoor, and
driving off all the herds of cattle they came across, and murdering the
herdsmen (seven men), they met again in the Futteypoor plain and
made for the Begaree Pass.

Bijur Khan, who with his brother Nindoo Khan, his son Drehan
Khan, and a party of 60 horse and foot happened to be patrolling at the
time, heard of the raid from a villager, and, after sending information to
all the posts, he went in pursuit.

. Khuttoo Khan, Mussoorie Boogtee, from the Mahomedpoor post
and Gola Khan, Boogtee, with about 50 horse and foot afterwards joined
Bijur Khan, and thus reinforced he attacked the robbersat the Begaree
Nullah, but as the raiders were more than double the number of the
levies, after a severe fight the latter were ultimately defeated with
great slaughter, and the marauders made good their retreat by the
Begaree Pass, carrying their large booty with them.

In the engagement Bijur Khan, the Dreeshuk Chief, his son, Drehan
Kban, and 38 men, chiefly Dreeshuks, were killed, and 4 were wounded.
The raiders lost 3 men killed and 30 wounded.

The value of the cattle carried off was over Rs. 9,000.

The Dreeshuks were not supported on this occasion as they ought
to have been. The Boogtees, Goorchanees and others who were pre-
sent, as soon as they found the odds against them, fled from the field,
leaving the Dreeshuks to bear the whole brunt of the fight, who rallied
round their Sirdar, and fell fighting to the last.

A detachment of Mounted Police under Jehan Khan, and a party
of levies from Drijen Post under Moousa Khan, Ligharee, accompanied
by the Thanadar of Jampore, in all about 50 men, who had followed in
pursuit of the raiders, held themselves aloof and took no part in the fight.

For their disgraceful conduct they were all dismissed from the
service, and some of them sentenced to imprisonment.

In recognition of their galiant conduct Government bestowed on
Meerun Khan, the present Chief, (Bijur Khan's second son,) a pension
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of Rs. 1,000 per annum, while rewards were given to thore who
survived the fight, and pensions to the families of those who had fallen.

As the Murrees are nominally subjects of His Highness the Khan
of Khelat, the Political Superintendent, Upper Scinde Frontier, was
addressed with the view of obtaining restitution of the stolen property,
and compensation for the sufferers, but without any successful result.
In a raid which had been committed by the Boogtees and others in the
previous year, the Chief Commissioner, in his letter No. 832, dated 13th
October 1856, to the Commissioner and Superintendent, Derajét Divi-
sion, requested;that, in the case of future raids by His Highness’ subjects,
such procedure might be adopted. The men who acted as spies and
led the Murree force into the plains were Shumbanee Boogtees and
Lisharees.

Ghoram Khan, Shumbanee Boogtee, brother of the Shumbanee Chief,
Mirza Khan, and Khuttoo Khan, Mussooree Boogtee, both in Govern-
ment service, were suspected of complicity in the raid.

On a report of the circumstances of the raid being sent to Govern-
ment, Ghoram Khan was dismissed from the service.

The Dreeshuks have got the name amongst all Belochees of being
good swordsmen and brave men, which they gave undoubted proof of on
more than one occasion. The tribe is immensely scattered in all the
villages between Asnee and Booliwala, in the Jampore Tahsil, and conse-
quently it takes a long time for them to collect. This led to their being
blamed on one occasion, while, for the reasons explained, they were really
not in fault. A scheme has lately been set on foot for locating some
40 or 50 families at Asnee, which will ultimately prove most useful and
greatly strengthen their position on that frontier.

Another serious disadvantage which the Dreeshuks labor under is that
most of their estates are situated in the jagir of Shah Newas Khan, who
takes the revenues (masal) in kind, and does not allow them to touch
the crop till the harvest is thrashed out.

This is peculiarly irritating to the Beloches, who are always accustomed

to pull the stalks which do not bear grain for their cattle. It is

-proposed at the new settlement to give the lease of the Dreeshuks

estates to the Chief, Meerun Khan (which the Dreeshuks are themselves
most anxious for), who will pay the jagirdar in cash.

CHAPTER VIIIL
. THE GOORCHANEES.
Next to the Dreeshuks on the north come the Goorchanee tribe.

They, with the small tribe of the Tibbee Loonds, live along the “Daman
Pahar” country (at the foot of the hills), from the “ Pitoke Pass” on the
south to the Koorab Pass (the Ligharee boundary) on the north, a
distance of over 35 miles, and from their situation they occupy a most
important position on our frontier,
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The Minree and Dajal mountains, as well as the Shum plain and half
of the Phylaunie plain, are also their hereditary property, and their boun-